READING IS AS GOOD FOR YOUR MIND AS
EXERCISE IS FOR YOUR BODY_ READING

MAKES YOUR MIND STRONG!
Governor Janet Napolitano
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FROM THE GOVERNOR
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N ) As@ior LITERACY?

DURING THE FIRST FEW YEARS Using a grant from the National Governor’s Association to address adolescent
OF SCHOOL, every child should master literacy in Arizona, the Governor’s P-20 Council will be providing scholarships

the basics of Iiferqcy — from Iearning the ranging from $1,500 to $2,000 to encourage more teachers to attain the state 3) ASS'GN A VAR'ETY OF READ'NG MATER'ALS

ABCs to sounding out letters and words to Reading Endorsement. This scholarship program is being facilitated through the
decoding whole texts. Arizona K-12 Center and will be awarded on a first come, first served basis. Please
contact the K-12 Center at (602) 443-6444 for more details and information.

But for older students, the basics are not
enough.

The transition from K-3 to the middle grades

is a pivotal moment in students’ literacy 1) PROVIDE EXPLICIT INSTRUCTION

development. Unless they receive ongoing

inst(riuction, ddesigned It(o” build acﬂvanced

reacing anc wriling skils, even e most 4) HELP STUDENTS CHOOSE APPROPRIATE
successful 3rd grade readers can be at risk )

for what some call the “4th grade slump” — BOOKS FOR INDEPENDENT READING

a tailing off of progress and confidence.

It takes more than phonics to analyze a novel
or a poem, comprehend a history textbook,
or grasp the details in a set of laboratory
instructions. And it takes more than 3rd
grade reading skills to understand a college
catalogue, make sense of a training manual,
or get through the daily newspaper.

As a teacher, you can help guide students to 5) MAKE TIME FOR LITERACY

understand that reading is as good for the
mind as exercise is for the body. | encourage
you fo use the literacy strategies from my P-

SRS ERAUEE S 2) PREPARE STUDENTS FOR NEW VOCABULARY
: & CONTENT

Together, we can ensure that Arizona's
students will be fully prepared to succeed
in the middle grades, in high school and
beyond. No matter which pathway a student
chooses after high school — whether it's
college, training or the workforce — he or
she will need to master the skill of reading.

BUILD YOUR PROFESSIONAL NETWORK

When it comes to strengthening your professional capacity
to teach advanced literacy skills, your colleagues may
be your best resource. Consider joining other teachers

Yours very truly, : .
in an informal study group, and urge your school and

district to create a teacherled literacy council, with
formal responsibility for overseeing reading assessments,
interventions, and professional development.

Governor Napolitano




